
  

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!” 

Psalm 100:4 
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Concerning [Jesus], who was descended from David according to the flesh and was 

declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace. 

-Romans 1:3-4 

 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this 

life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the 

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a 

man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

shall all be made alive.  -1 Corinthians 15:17-22 

 

“[The angel] did not roll back the stone to provide a way of escape for the Lord, but to 

show the world that the Lord had already risen… Pray, brothers, that the [the power of 

God] would descend now and roll away all the hardness of our hearts and open up our 

closed senses and declare to our minds that Christ has risen.” Peter Chrysologus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Reflection 

A FEW THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

o We believe that Christian Worship is a renewal of covenant vows 

between Christians and the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit -- a gracious 

and thankful conversation between God and His people.  Consequently, 

our worship contains lots of congregational participation.  Your part is 

in bold, but don’t worry if you get a little lost.   Just keep your bulletin 

handy throughout the service. 

o We are a family of families worshipping together.   We are teaching our 

children to worship as they worship with us.  If they cry or squirm, it’s 

OK; God has ordained “praise” from our children and infants. 

o Restrooms are located in the Fellowship Hall.    

 



 
Silent Prayer of Preparation:  Gracious and merciful Father, quiet our 

hearts, our hands, our minds and our souls as we draw near to You.  Give 

rest where there is weariness, peace where there is conflict, and assurance 

where there is anxiety.  Grant us faith to believe that you speak, ears to 

hear what you say and a will to live as you desire.  Prepare us now to 

delight in you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

  
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ 

the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us 

a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever…. Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I 

died, and behold I am alive forevermore. 

 

Pastor:  Our God is the God of the living and not of the dead. 

People: Hallelujah, He is Risen  

Pastor:   He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for 

our justification.  

People: Hallelujah, He is Risen.  

Pastor:   By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us 

also. 

People:  Hallelujah, He is Risen.  

Pastor:   God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesus. 

People:  Hallelujah, He is Risen. 

Pastor:   Hallelujah, Christ is risen! 

People:  He is risen indeed! 

 

  

Welcome and Preparation 

God Calls Us to Worship                     Revelation 1:4-6, 17 

 

We Respond to God’s Call              

Prayer of Adoration   

Call to Worship: 

We need to be 

called to come 

and worship 

because we are 

prone to think 

we are at the 

center of all 

things. Or 

perhaps we 

struggle to 

believe that God 

wants us to draw 

near. So God 

takes the 

initiative and 

calls us to come 

and worship 

Christ who is the 

center. 

Preparation: 

In worship, God 

speaks.  He is not 

merely spoken 

about.  Listening 

and responding 

require our 

preparation. Take 

a moment to be 

still and know 

that He is God.  



 
 

Worship Christ the Risen King 
Words: Jack Hayford. Music: Traditional. CCL# 11359088 

 

Rise, O Church and lift your voices, Christ has conquered death and hell  

Sing as all the earth rejoices, Resurrection anthems swell  

Come and worship come and worship, Worship Christ the Risen King 

 

See the tomb where death had laid Him Empty now its mouth declares  

Death and I could not contain Him For the throne of life He shares  

Come and worship come and worship, worship Christ the Risen King 

 

Hear the earth protest and tremble see the stone removed with pow'r  

All hell's minions may assemble but cannot withstand His hour  

He has conquered He has conquered, Christ the Lord the Risen King 

 

Doubt may lift its head to murmur scoffers mock and sinners jeer  

But the truth proclaims a wonder thoughtful hearts receive with cheer  

He is risen He is risen, Now receive the Risen King 

 

We acclaim Your life, O Jesus now we sing Your victory  

Sin or hell may seek to seize us but Your conquest keeps us free  

Stand in triumph stand in triumph, Worship Christ the Risen King 

 

 

Songs of Praise   Worship through 

singing. 

Worship is a 

gracious 

conversation 

between God 

and His people.  

He speaks grace 

through His 

Word and we 

respond together 

in gratitude 

through prayer 

and praise as a 

congregation. 

Singing is an 

important way 

we express our 

love for God and 

remind ourselves 

of our place in 

His redemptive 

story. 



 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him 

and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 

your great compassion, blot out our transgressions.  Wash away all our 

iniquities and cleanse us from our sin.  Create in us pure hearts, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

and grant us willing spirits, to sustain us. 

 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also 

the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 

be made alive. 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell.1 The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,2 the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
1 That is, He remained under power of death until the third day.   

2 “catholic” means “universal”..  

Call to Confession                               Ephesians 2:4-7

  

Confession of Sin         from Psalm 51      

   

Assurance of Pardon                          1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Confession of Faith                                 Apostles’ Creed 

Confession of 

Sin.  God calls 

us to draw near, 

but our sin is a 

barrier we 

cannot cross on 

our own.  The 

good news is 

that God has 

provided a way 

of reconciliation 

through Jesus.  

Confession of 

sin both 

acknowledges 

our need for 

God’s mercy 

and celebrates 

its abundance 

in Christ. 

Assurance of 

Pardon: God 

declares in the 

gospel that 

everyone who 

repents and 

believes in Jesus 

Christ is 

forgiven and 

made clean. 

Confession of 

Faith.: Creeds, 

confessions and 

catechisms are 

summaries of 

what we believe 

the Bible 

teaches about 

the central 

truths of the 

Christian faith.  

We confess 

them together 

in worship as a 

way of 

professing our 

common faith.  



 
Pastor:  I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas 

for mercy. 

People: Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him 

as long as I live. 

Pastor:  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

hold on me;  

People:  I suffered distress and anguish. Then I called on the name of 

the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

Pastor:  Gracious is the Lord, and righteous, our God is merciful. 

People: The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he 

saved me. 

Pastor:  Return, O my soul, to your rest for the Lord has dealt 

bountifully with you. 

People: For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from 

tears, my feet from stumbling; 

Pastor:  What shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? 

People: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of 

the Lord. 

Pastor:  I will pay my vows to the Lord 

People: In the presence of all his people. 

  

Responsive Psalter Reading  Psalm 116:1-8, 12-14 



 
 

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 
Word and Music: Keith & Kristyn Getty and Ed Cash, © 2012 Getty Music and Alletrop Music.  

CCL# 11359088 

 
How can it be, the One who died,  

Has borne our sin through sacrifice  

To conquer every sting of death?  

Sing, sing hallelujah.  

 

For joy awakes as dawning light  

When Christ’s disciples lift their eyes.  

Alive He stands, their Friend and King;  

Christ, Christ He is risen.  

 

Chorus  

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!  

Oh, sing hallelujah.  

Join the chorus, sing with the redeemed;  

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed.  

 

Where doubt and darkness once had been,  

They saw Him and their hearts believed.  

But blessed are those who have not seen,  

Yet, sing hallelujah.  

 

Once bound by fear now bold in faith,  

They preached the truth and power of grace.  

And pouring out their lives they gained  

Life, life everlasting. [Chorus]  

 

The power that raised Him from the grave  

Now works in us to powerfully save.  

He frees our hearts to live His grace;  

Go tell of His goodness. [Chorus] 

  

Songs of Praise   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the 

Power and the Glory forever, Amen 

  

Scripture & Sermon:                                   “Worthy!”  Revelation 5 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer  

Sermon: Some 

view the sermon 

as a way to get 

principles for 

right living. 

Others see it as 

an interesting or 

inspirational talk. 

 

In reality, as we 

open the 

Scriptures we 

encounter Jesus 

Christ. Therefore, 

as you listen, pray 

to be open to his 

leading, 

exhortation, 

encouragement 

and healing. 



 

 

Christ the Lord is Ris’n Today. 
Words: Charles Wesley, Music: Traditional Easter Hymn. Public Domain. CCL# 11359088 

 

1 "Christ the Lord is ris'n today," Alleluia! 

sons of men and angels say; Alleluia! 

raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 

Sing ye heav'ns, and earth, reply. Alleluia! 

 

2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Alleluia! 

Christ has burst the gates of hell: Alleluia! 

death in vain forbids his rise; Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia! 

 

3 Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! 

where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once he died, our souls to save; Alleluia! 

where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 

4 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

foll'wing our exalted Head; Alleluia! 

made like him, like him we rise: Alleluia! 

ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Alleluia! 

 

5 Hail, the Lord of earth and heav'n! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee by both be giv'n; Alleluia! 

thee we greet triumphant now; Alleluia! 

hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia! 

Songs of Parting      



 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  

 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

Benediction                Numbers 6:24-25

      

Doxology      

The Last Word: 

God always has 

the last word.  A 

benediction is a 

“word of 

blessing.”  God 

sends us out, but 

not before He 

reminds us that 

wherever the 

coming week 

may take us, 

physically, 

emotionally or 

spiritually, He 

goes with us. 

 

 



 

An early Christian pastor once wrote, “in essential things, unity, in debated things, liberty, 

and in all things, charity.”  In regard to essential things we believe the basic tenets of the 

Christian faith as spelled out in the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed. In regards to 

debated things we hold many distinctive beliefs which define us as an Associate 

Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

 

o We are a Biblical Church that believes in the inerrant and sufficient Scriptures as our 

only rule of faith and practice, able to make us wise unto salvation and useful for 

teaching, correcting, rebuking, and training us as disciples. 

o We are a Reformed Church which believes that grace flows necessarily out of God’s 

sovereignty.  Grace is the work of God alone.  Man’s free-will is a faculty God 

employs, but saving grace depends upon the work of the Spirit powerfully renewing 

man’s will to accept God’s gracious offer of salvation. 

o We are an Evangelical Church which believes that the we are called to “preach the 

gospel to every creature under heaven” (Mark 16:15) as Christ’s ambassadors as 

though God were making His appeal through us to implore men to be reconciled to 

God through faith in Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:19-20).   God’s sovereign choice is 

one of the “secret things” which we cannot know.   Therefore, we preach the gospel 

earnestly and urgently. 

o We are a Presbyterian Church which believes that God has called men to be Elders 

to provide spiritual oversight, instruction, counsel and encouragement to the Church.   

The word Presbyterian comes from the ancient Greek word for ‘elder.’   Our church’s 

elders exercise care for the families in our congregation under the authority of other 

elders from several neighboring states.   This larger group of elders is called a 

Presbytery. 

o We are a Connectional Church.   We are under the authority of the Mississippi Valley 

Presbytery and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Synod.   Through these 

connections, we work with other churches in North America and across the world to 

spread the gospel to every creature under heaven. 

o We are a Confessional Church.  Our basic doctrines are expressed by the 

Westminster Confession of Faith and its Larger and Shorter Catechisms.  This 

confession and its catechisms summarize what we believe the Bible teaches in regard 

to key doctrines.   We do not hold them to be inerrant or infallible, but we do 

believe that they accurately express the central truths of the Christian faith.                

What Do You Believe? 



  

 

CONTACT US 

Our Elders 

Mr. Leslie Oates        479-857-1840 

Mr. Matt Wylie     479-979-2224 

 

Our Pastor 

Rev. Howard Wheeler    479-970-1384 

 

On the web at www.pottsvillearp.org 

On Facebook @PottsvilleARP 

Or by Email at pottsvillearp@gmail.com 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

o Did you know that you can now Give Online?  To find out more go to 

http://pottsvillearp.org/ and click on the “Giving Link.” 


